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Cornerstone Workshop Series 
By Ron Roaks 
 

The first Preservation on a Shoestring workshop of 2015 was held on March 28 at the Jefferson 

County History Center. Titled “The Bogeymen of Pre-owned Buildings: Mold, Lead-based 

Paint and Old Wiring”, the workshop drew an enthusiastic group of attendees who ranged 

from homeowners to professional contractors. 

 

The presenters at the workshop were Calvin Daugherty, President of Xtreme Precision, Mark 

Johnson, City of Madison Building Inspector and Ron Zmyslo, Construction Manager for the 

Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites and Cornerstone Board Member. They divided the 

topics with Calvin dealing with mold, Mark addressing old wiring and Ron discussing lead-

based paint. 

 

Judging from the fact that the question and answer period lasted at least 45 minutes after the 

presentations were done, it would appear that the topics were timely and of serious interest to 

the audience. The general feedback was that both the presenters and the topics were excellent. 

 

The next workshop is scheduled for 7:00 – 900 p.m. Thursday evening June 25, again to be held 

at the History Center. The title of the workshop is “Historic Interiors for Everyday Living”, 

and the presenter will be David Cart, the Director of Preservation and Maintenance for Historic 

Madison, Inc. and owner of Vintage Restorations. 

 

The workshop will explore (1) what types of interiors are common for home styles in the Madi-

son area and ways to approach historically appropriate interiors including fireplaces; (2) a picto-

rial tour of local examples of stenciling, trompe l’oeil and faux graining; and (3) a demonstra-

tion of common painting treatments. The workshop is intended for those who are interested in 

maintaining the historic integrity of the interiors of their homes by providing practical ideas and 

approaches. 

 

Two additional workshops are planned for August and October. The proposal is to address the 

topics of alternate energy sources (retrofit options, solar, geothermal) for older buildings and 

the repair and maintenance of foundations and flooring. More details will be available as the 

dates get closer. 
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