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President’s Corner: 

HABITAT TO REHAB A HISTORIC HOUSE 
 May is Preservation 
Month, and I can’t think of a 
more appropriate way to cele-
brate it than to call attention to 
the newest project that Habitat 
for Humanity of Jefferson 
County has just started.  It is 
the rehabilitation of an 1870s 
frame shotgun cottage located 
at 904 West First Street in 
Madison’s National Historic 
Landmark District.  This humble 
dwelling, much the worse for 
wear as a result of deferred 
maintenance and numerous 
unsympathetic alterations, was 
a foreclosed property, donated 
to Habitat by Wells Fargo Bank.  
As of this writing, the plastic 
siding that had burdened the 
exterior has been removed, re-
vealing the underlying wood 
clapboard siding that survived 
underneath, as well as the con-
figuration of original openings, including a transom window above the front door. 

 Members of the Cornerstone Society have been providing technical assistance and gen-
eral guidance in the planning process, including preparation of construction drawings by board 
member Peter Ellis, a professional engineer.  The project was reviewed and given a Certificate of 
Appropriateness by the Madison Historic District Board of Review, and has been awarded a 
Preservation and Community Enhancement Grant for $7,500.00—the maximum amount—by the 
City of Madison. 

 The rehabilitation work on the project will be completed by teams of volunteers, including 
the family that will take over ownership and reside in the house when it is finished.  Habitat has 
done other rehabilitation projects in other areas, as well as new construction in downtown Madi-
son, but this is the first time the organization has undertaken the rehabilitation of a historic struc-
ture.  We wish Habitat the best of luck on this project, and hope that it will prove to be rewarding 
enough to warrant a repeat performance using another historic house in downtown Madison.  It is 
encouraging to see more and more people rediscovering the appeal of the smaller-scale houses 
found throughout the city, adding to the richness and variety of building types found in the district.  
Cornerstone members who are interesting in making charitable contributions to the project or 
assisting the volunteer crews doing the work can contact me for more information.   

 

Link Ludington, Vice-President, Acting President 
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  Report on the statewide Conference: 
Preserving Historic Places, April 22—24, 2015  

Kokomo, Indiana 
 Members of Cornerstone Society, Inc. attended this annual event which brings preservation-
ists from around Indiana together for illuminating educational sessions, lots of networking as well as 
food, fun and a celebration of our work.  Highlights of this year’s conference were tours of a recently 
revitalized downtown Kokomo, inspiration from an internationally connected public school, and a de-
termined Mayor who was willing to put money and energy behind his determination to uplift his city, 
from the center out!   We toured a revitalized Court House, with fabulous Art Deco styling and, best of 
all, had a fascinating tour and gala evening meal at the Kokomo Art Glass factory—producing fabu-
lous art glass that is shipped all over the world!   

Important notice:  The Jeffer-
son County Commissioners will auction the Wil-
son House on June 3, at 6PM.  Minimum bid is 
$49,500. Please watch the newspaper for further details 

and let anyone your acquaintances know about this.  It is 
hoped that a sensitive and creative buyer can be found.  This 
is an important historic home in Madison.  The Cornerstone 
Society, Inc. was founded to help save this building. 

Photo above left:  Cornerstone members: Valecia Crisafulli, Camille Fife, Ron Zmyslo (who was also a presenter at the con-
ference), Ron Hopper and Link Ludington.  Other Madisonians not shown, but present were: Rhonda Deeg and Terry 
Wullenweber (also a presenter).   Above right: A worker drops a dollop of hot molten glass on a machine that rolls it into 
sheets and imprints a pattern.  Hot stuff! 

Welcome to our 2015 M.A.I.N. Intern.  Once again Cornerstone will host an 

intern as part of the City’s program.  Tommy Kramer will be here this month serving as our 
intern.   He has a wonderful background, having come to preservation after teaching history, 
geography and US government for 12 years.  A graduate student in the prestigious Masters 
program at Goucher College, he plans to graduate in August of this year. Welcome Tommy. 
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Saving Energy in Your Home Part II 

By Ron Zmyslo 

 In the last newsletter we discussed the 
importance of controlling the STACK EFFECT 
in your house in order to control energy cost 
associated with building air leakage. In this 
segment I would like to share a real-life exam-
ple that illustrates the effectiveness of air seal-
ing and the costs associated with this energy 
conserving measure (ECM). My wife and I 
have a two story wood –framed Arts and 
Crafts house built in 1910 located in Indian-
apolis. It has approximately 1800 square feet 
with a basement under half and a crawl space 
under the other half. 

  My wife and I renovated our house with 
the intention to install the most effective ther-
mal insulation that we could afford. Unfortu-
nately the original plaster walls were in such 
dire condition due to water leaks and occupant 
damage (the house sat empty for over 15 
years with a leaky roof and missing windows) 
that we had no choice but to remove the re-
maining plaster.  However, that allowed us to 
easily insulate the exterior walls before install-
ing the new wall finishes.  

 The house has an attic with a walk-up 
staircase allowing us easy access to insulate 
the ceilings above the second floor. The same 
thing was true with the partial basement allow-
ing easy access to the crawl space to insulate 
the perimeter walls under the front parlor.  

 Sharon and I lived in the house com-
fortably for a couple years. Our total gas bill 
(gas forced air furnace and electric appli-
ances) for each year was around $1200.00. In 
talking to our neighbors this appeared to be 
low for a recently renovated historic frame 
house.   Some neighbors experienced much 
higher energy bills. At this time (around 
Thanksgiving that second year) we met Dr Hill 

who explained the stack effect and the need to 
control it in order to maximize our hard work 
and the expense of insulating our home. 

 That holiday weekend between eating 
turkey and dressing we followed Dr Hill’s rec-
ommendations. We air-sealed our rim joist in 
the basement, installed air gaskets on our re-
cessed lights and weather-stripped the attic 
access door along with air sealing the attic 
hatch. That winter we noticed a difference in a 
reduction of drafts throughout the house but 
did notice  cold air coming in around our his-
toric non-weather-stripped windows when old 
man winter blew. But on calm days (no wind 
blowing) even when temperatures were near 
10 degrees or colder we did not experience 
that cold air around our windows. Puzzled but 
happy (we were more comfortable, so it 
seemed) we waited patiently for winter to 
come to an end and then totaled up our gas 
bills and realized a savings of 21% compared 
to the past two years and this year’s winter 
had been much colder ! In real dollars we 
were saving and will continue to save each 
year: $240.00! 

 What did this air-sealing cost? We 
spent well under the $240 dollars in materials 
and of course I provided the labor. The take-
away is that we increased the efficiency of our 
home energy usage by a substantial amount 
of 21% with potential savings into perpetuity 
for a measly $240.00 investment with a pay-
back realized in just one year! 

Join us on facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cornerstone-Society/687294391305050 

OR ON THE WEB: 
http://www.cornerstonesociety.org 

Ron Zmyslo presenting at a recent workshop. 
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P. O. Box 92 

Madison, IN 47250 

CORNERSTONE SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP: 
 Support the Work Cornerstone is Doing!    

PLEASE RENEW NOW, IF YOU HAVE NOT YET DONE SO. 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 

BENEFACTOR $1,000  

CAPITAL     $500  

PILLAR   $250 

FOUNDATION  $100 

CONTRIBUTING       $50 

FAMILY         $30 

INDIVIDUAL         $20 

STUDENT/SENIOR   $15 

 

Please check the appropriate category, fill in the in-
formation below and make your checks payable to: 

 Cornerstone Society, Inc. 
 P. O. Box 92 
 Madison, IN 47250 
 
Name____________________________________ 

Address__________________________________ 

City______________________________________ 

State/Zip_________________ /   _____________ 

Telephone________________________________ 

E-Mail___________________________________ 


