
How do I know if my property 
is located in the Historic District?

.

Madison's entire downtown is included in the 
Historic District, from the city limits on the east 
and west and the river to the foot of the hill.  

Why does the City require 
Cer�ficates of Appropriateness?

.

The Historic District is one of Madison’s most 
important economic resources. It not only 
enhances the quality of life of local residents, but 
a�racts tourists and serves as the centerpiece of 
the town’s fes�vals and events throughout the 
year. To safeguard that heritage and keep our 
Na�onal Historic Landmark District status, 
exterior changes to buildings are required to be 
reviewed according to the city’s Historic Design 
Guideline Standards. This helps stabilize and 
improve property values and assures that the 
historic district is maintained for future 
genera�ons. 

When do I need to apply for a 
Cer�ficate of Applica�on (COA)? 

.

A COA is required whenever you plan to change 
any part of the exterior of your building that is 
visible from a public street or alley. This includes 
altera�ons, addi�ons, replacement or removal of 
features as well as any construc�on, or demoli-
�on. Construc�on of fences or adding signs also 
requires a COA. Some elements can be fast-
tracked by the city’s Preserva�on Coordinator 
while others require review by the Historic 
District Board of Review. 

Helpful Informa�on
.

City of Madison Website:  www.madison-in.gov
  Under “Our Government” click on

Office of Historic Preserva�on for information on:

- Historic District Board of Review
- P.A.C.E. Grant Program

Nicole Schell, Preserva�on Coordinator
City Hall, 101 W. Main St., Madison, IN 47250 

Email - preserva�on@madison-in.gov     
Phone: 812-274-0283

Financial Assistance 
Preserva�on & Community 

Enhancement Grant (P.A.C.E.)
The city’s P.A.C.E. Program is a compe��ve grant 
that provides funds for eligible exterior historic 
preserva�on projects. The program provides a 
maximum of 100% match contribu�on not to 
exceed $7,500.  Contact the Preserva�on 
Coordina-tor for details. 
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proposed demolitions on your property. 

Attend the HDBR Meeting 
COA applications are reviewed at the monthly meeting 
in the order they are received in the Preservation Office. 
You or your contractor will be asked to discuss your 
project with the Board. Projects that adhere to the 
guidelines are approved and issued a COA. 

What Makes Madison Special 
Those who visit or live in Madison know that it is a 
place of outstanding natural beauty with one of 
the country’s best examples of historic 
architecture. Nestled against forested bluffs of the 
Ohio River, Madison retains the quaint charms of its 
past.

                     Owning Property in 
Madison’s Historic District 

Congratulations! If you have property in the 
District you own a truly unique piece of  
American history. This ownership comes with 
special benefits and responsibilities. 

Steps to Apply for a COA 

How Did That Happen? 
As America expanded in the early 1800s, 
Madison’s location as a port on the Ohio River 
made it a vital center for riverboat trade. 
Waterfront factories drew commerce and wealth 
to the town. Skilled tradesmen built both 
extravagant and modest residential and 
commercial structures in the architectural styles 
of the day including Federal, Italianate, Greek 
Revival, Gothic Revival, and Queen Anne. 

National Recognition 
Madison is one of the few places left in the 
country where you can experience a compelling 
and lively example of pre-World War II small 
town America. In recognition of this legacy, the 
entire downtown area was listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1973 and was 
designated a National Historic Landmark in 2006, 
making it one of the largest historic districts in an 
urban setting. 

City Government’s Role 
To help balance continuity and change in the 
Historic District the city adopted an Ordinance 
(Chapter 151) that established a seven member 
Historic District Board of Review (HDBR) to 
oversee exterior alterations to structures. 

Owner Benefits 
Satisfaction of living in a neighborhood filled 
with nationally recognized architecture 
within walking distance to restaurants, 
shops, festivals, trails and the riverfront. 

 
Property values that grow at rates greater 
than other areas in the local market. 

Protection of your investment through the city’s 
Historic District ordinances. 
Free information at the city’s Office of Historic 
Preservation to assist you in making appropriate 
exterior alterations and repairs to your building. 

Access to the Preservation and Community 
Enhancement Grant (P.A.C.E.) funds to help 
you with the costs of building maintenance 
and repair. 

State and federal financial incentives including 
tax credits or grants for qualifying structures. 

Owner Responsibilities 
Join in the community effort to maintain the 
historic character of the exterior of your building.       
Apply for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 
through the city’s Office of Historic Preservation 
for any exterior changes, new construction or 

Post Signs 
Applicants are required to post signs on the 
building or property under review for at least 15 
days prior to the HDBR meeting. The signs are 
available in the Preservation Office at City Hall for a 
small fee. 

File Your COA Application 
At least 10 days prior to the legal notice deadline, a 
completed application with all necessary support 
information is due by 3:00 p.m. in City Hall. A 
schedule of filing deadlines and HDBR meetings are 
listed on the city’s website under Office of Historic 
Preservation:  www.madison-in-gov 

Save Time and Money 
Before you begin any exterior changes that are 
visible from a public street or alley, contact the 
Preservation Coordinator at City Hall to find out if 
your project requires a COA, the Review Guidelines 
that apply and if it can be fast-tracked. Avoid 
committing to a contract or buying materials until 
you contact the Preservation Coordinator. 
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