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Celebrate Cornerstone's Thirty Years this Friday
at the Ohio Theatre Lobby, 

 4 - 5:30 p.m. 
(after the Landmarks tour)

See the places that matter!  
Share the stories
Meet the people

Find out how to get involved 
Talk about the past thirty years 

and what's ahead for the next thirty!

Join us for a complimentary drink and popcorn at the Ohio Theatre - 
One of the Thirty Places that Matter!    

Watch for more special talks and events celebrating Cornerstone’s Thirty Years of Advocacy.

The Cornerstone Preservation Month proclamation issued by Mayor Welch 
and read at the City Council meeting on Wednesday 9 May.

We turn 30!
This year we mark the 30th anniversary of the forma�on of the Cornerstone Society, Inc., the 
only organiza�on whose efforts are devoted exclusively to historic preserva�on advocacy, 
ac�vism, and educa�on in the Madison area.  Li�le did I realize in 1988 that I would someday 
find myself in the role of President of the organiza�on that I helped create.  This organiza�on 
was formed in response to the alarming number of historic buildings that were being lost to 
demoli�on, with li�le or no opposi�on or considera�on of alterna�ves.  Finally, when the 
c.1825 Federal style David Wilson house was about to be demolished, we decided that enough 
was enough.  We organized and began to call a�en�on to the importance of the Wilson House, 
but also recognized the fact that we needed to look beyond saving just that one building; this 
was the spark that led to the crea�on of the new organiza�on.

Since then, the Cornerstone Society, Inc. has been directly involved in promo�ng the preserva-
�on of many more historic buildings, and has played an important role in advancing historic 
preserva�on as a priority in the Madison area.  Over the years, we have been responsible for 
presen�ng educa�onal workshops on a wide range of preserva�on issues, bringing speakers on 
a variety of topics, and raising awareness of the importance of historic preserva�on.  As an 
Indiana Landmarks affiliate organiza�on, and Na�onal Trust Forum member, we maintain 
connec�ons to the broader historic preserva�on community na�onally.  Our spearheading of 
the crea�on of wri�en, comprehensive design guidelines to accompany the Historic District 
Ordinance has given the Madison Historic District Board of Review a valuable resource to assist 
in administra�on of the ordinance.

As we look to the future, we call upon all of our members and friends to join in celebra�ng our 
successes and posi�oning the organiza�on to become more effec�ve in our efforts to protect 
our historic resources for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future genera�ons of 
residents and visitors alike.  I would like to thank everyone who has supported the organiza�on 
during the past thirty years, as well as those whose support and encouragement I hope we can 
expect in the future.

Sincerely,

Link Ludington, President
Cornerstone Society, Inc.


